WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A metraod of assaying a specimen, comprising: 
preparing / (i) a specimen, (ii) a liquid cell in 

which a liquid /used for assaying a component in the 
specimen is to / be contained, and (iii) a mixing cell 
wherein the spectLmen and the liquid are mixed; 

supplying a liquid reagent into the liquid cell in 
an amount exceeding the amount required in the assay; 

pipetting a portion of the specimen and a portion 
of the liquid jlnto the mixing cell using a pipetting tip; 
and 

washinb the pipetting tip with the liquid remaining 
in the liquid /cell, 

2 . The method according to claim 1 , wherein the 
liquid used flor assaying a component in the specimen is at 
least one selected from the group consisting of a liquid 
reagent and aj liquid diluent. 



3, The method according to claim 1, wherein the 
inside of thd pipetting tip is pre-washed with said liquid 
contained in the liquid cell before said step of pipetting 
a portion of lihe specimen to the mixing cell. 
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4. Yrhe method according to claim 1, wherein the 
step of washing the pipetting tip with the liquid remaining 
in the liquu-d cell is performed after said step of 
pipetting a roortion of the liquid or a portion of the 
the mixing cell. 
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method according to claim 1 , wherein 



the step of pipetting and a portion of the liquid 



g cell using a pipetting tip is performed; 



sp of pipetting a portion of the specimen 
into the mixing cell using a pipetting tip is performed; 
and then 

the stdp of washing the pipetting tip with the 
liquid remaininij in the liquid cell is performed, 



6. The method according to claim 1, wherein 

the step! of pipetting and a portion of the specimen 

into the mixing \cell using a pipetting tip is performed; 

and then 

the step bf pipetting a portion of the liquid into 
the mixing cell ^^sing a pipetting tip is performed; and 
then 

the step fcf washing the pipetting tip with the 
liquid remaining in\ the liquid cell is performed. 
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The method according to claim 1, wherein said 
pipjetting into the mixing cell includes a step of 
discharging the liquid in the mixing cell. 



8, |A method of assaying a specimen, comprising: 
preparing (i) a specimen, (ii) a liquid reagent 
cell in which a liquid reagent is to be contained and a 
liquid diluemt in which a liquid diluent is to be contained, 
and (iii) a mixing cell wherein the specimenand the liquid 
reagent are rlixed; 

supplying a liquid reagent and a liquid diluent 
respectively Into the liquid reagent cell and the liquid 
diluent in respective amounts each exceeding the amount 
required in the assay; and 

pipettijng a portion of the specimen, a portion of 
the liquid reagent and a portion of the liquid diluent into 
the mixing cell jusing a pipetting tip; and 

said mel^hod further comprising at least one step 

of: 

washing tihe pipetting tip with the liquid remaining 
in the liquid reagent cell, and 

washing tne pipetting tip with the liquid remaining 
in the liquid dilu\ent cell. 



9. The method according to claim 8, wherein the 
inside of the pipetling tip is pre-washed with the liquid 
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liquid reagent cell before said step of 
of the specimen to the mixing cell. 
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The 



nethod according to claim 8, wherein the 
etting tip is pre-washed with said liquid 
liquid diluent cell before said step of 
of the specimen to the mixing cell. 



method according to claim 8, wherein the 
step of washing tjhe pipetting tip with the liquid remaining 
in the liquid reagent cell is performed after said step of 
pipetting a portion of the liquid reagent, a portion of the 
liquid diluent o:* a portion of the specimen into the mixing 
cell 
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method according to claim 8, wherein the 
the pipetting tip with the liquid remaining 
luent cell is performed after said step of 
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method according to claim 8, wherein 
the stepJ of pipetting and a portion of the liquid 
diluent into thp mixing cell using a pipetting tip is 
performed; and then 
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tie step of pipetting a portion of the specimen 
into the mixing cell using a pipetting tip is performed; 
and then 

thfe step of washing the pipetting tip with the 
liquid remaining in the liquid diluent cell is performed; 
and then 

the! step of pipetting and a portion of the liquid 
reagent in^o the mixing cell using a pipetting tip is 
performed. 

14, \ The method according to claim 8, wherein 

the Btep of pipetting and a portion of the liquid 

reagent intoi the mixing cell using a pipetting tip is 

performed; anki then 

the ^tep of pipetting a portion of the specimen 

into the mixipg cell using a pipetting tip is performed; 

and then 

the s-riep of washing the pipetting tip with the 
liquid remaining in the liquid reagent cell is performed; 
and then 

the steA of pipetting and a portion of the liquid 
diluent into tl:^e mixing cell using a pipetting tip is 
performed . 



15- The method according to claim 8, wherein 



le step of pipetting and a portion of the liquid 
reagent aid a portion of the liquid diluent into the mixing 
cell usin(j a pipetting tip is performed; and then 

the step of pipetting a portion of the specimen 



into the 
and then 



mixing cell using a pipetting tip is performed; 
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the step of washing the pipetting tip with the 
liquid renaining in the liquid reagent cell is performed. 



The method according to claim 8, wherein 



the step of pipetting and a portion of the liquid 



reagent ar 
cell usinc 



d a portion of the liquid diluent into the mixing 
a pipetting tip is performed; and then 
thje step of pipetting a portion of the specimen 
into the yiixing cell using a pipetting tip is performed; 
and then 

th<p step of washing the pipetting tip with the 
liquid remaining in the liquid diluent cell is performed. 
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The method according to claim 8, wherein said 



step of pi{>etting into the mixing cell includes a step of 



sucking and 



discharging the liquid in the mixing cell, 



18. \ A 



method of assaying a specimen, comprising: 
preparing (i) a specimen, (ii) a first liquid 
reagent cell\ in which a first liquid reagent is to be 
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coVtained, and a second liquid reagent cell in which a 
second liquid reagent is to be contained, and (iii) a first 
mixing cell wherein the specimen and the first liquid 
reagemt are mixed, and a second mixing cell wherein the 
specimen and the second liquid reagent are mixed; 

I supplying a first liquid reagent and a second 
liquid! reagent respectively into the first liquid reagent 
cell apd the second liquid reagent cell in respective 
amounts! each exceeding the amount required in the assay; 

Ipipetting a portion of the first liquid reagent 
into the first mixing cell using a pipetting tip; 

mipetting a portion of the second liquid reagent 
into the \second mixing cell using the pipetting tip; 

pipetting a portion of the specimen into the first 
mixing celvL using the pipetting tip; 

washing the pipetting tip with the liquid remaining 
in the second liquid reagent cell; and 

pipetting a second portion of the specimen into the 
second mixing cell using the pipetting tip, 

19- The method according to claim 18, wherein said 
step of pipetAing into the mixing cell includes a step of 
sucking and discharging the liquid in the mixing cell. 



20. A metJiod of assaying a specimen, comprising: 



preparing (i) a specimen, (ii) a first liquid 
reagent cell in which a first liquid reagent is to be 
contained, \ a second liquid reagent cell in which a second 
liquid reagent is to be contained and a liquid diluent cell 
in which a I liquid diluent is to be contained, and (iii) a 
first mixint cell wherein the specimen and the first liquid 
reagent are! mixed, and a second mixing cell wherein the 
specimen reacts with the second liquid reagent; 

supplying a first liquid reagent, a second liquid 
reagent, andl a liquid diluent respectively into the first 
liquid reagent cell, the second liquid reagent cell, and 
the liquid Idiluent cell in respective amounts each 
exceeding thelamount required in the assay; 

pipetttLng a portion of the liquid diluent into the 
first mixing pell and the second mixing cell using the 
pipetting tip; 1 

pipetting a portion of the specimen into the first 
mixing cell andl the using the pipetting tip; 

pipettiiig a second portion of the specimen into the 
second mixing cell using the pipetting tip; 

washing the pipetting tip with the liquid remaining 
in the liquid diJuent cell; 

pipettingl a portion of the first liquid reagent 
into the first mixing cell using a pipetting tip; 

washing the pipetting tip with the liquid remaining 
in the first liquid\reagent cell; and 
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pipetting a portion of the second liquid reagent 
into the second mixing cell using the pipetting tip. 
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2l\ The method according to claim 20, wherein said 
step of pipetting into the mixing cell includes a step of 
sucking and discharging the liquid in the mixing cell. 
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